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1 . (Currently Amended) A method for determining the desirability of 



Of 



programming events, comprising: 

receiving metadata describing programming/^/ents, the metadata #e^-that 
describes a programming event compris i ng beiny comprised of goodness of fit 
scores associated with respective categories, gff a c l assif i cation h i erarchy and at 
least one of descriptive data and keyword 

wherein the categories are arranged in a hierarchy comprising at 
least a set of top-level categories, respective sets of first level sub- 
categories each corresponding to and encompassed by a top level 
category, and respective sets of Second level sub-categories each 
corresponding to and encompassed by a first level sub-category ; and 
ranking the programming everyts in accordance with viewing preferences 
expressed in at least one viewer profile, wherein each of the at least one viewer 
profiles comprising is comprised of preference scores associated with categories 
of the classification hierarchy^ ana at least one keyword , th o r a nking using the 
m e tadata goodn e ss of fit scor e s/ and the v i ewer prof ile c a t e gory pr e f e r e nc e 
s cor es to d e t e rmin e rank b a sea on cat e gory matching, th e ranking furth e r using 
the a t l oa st on e of m e t a data (d e scr i pt i v e dat a a nd m e t a d a t a k e ywords and the at 
le ast on e k e yword of the a t / e a s t ono viewer profi l e to determin e rank bosod 
upon k e yword matching . 

2. (Currently Amended) The method claimed in claim 1 , wherein said 
ranking is performed sufch that programming events having keyword matches 
are ranked higher than/programming events not having keyword matches, and 
programming events pot having keyword matches are ranked based upon 
category matches- 

3. (Currently Amended) The method claimed in claim 1 , wherein said 
ranking comprise 
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determining a category match score for each/programming event as a 
function of the metadata goodness of fit scores a/d viewer profile preference 
scores of matched categories of the programming event, wherein a matched 
category is a category of the classification hierarchy for which there is a 
goodness of fit score in the metadata of the o/rogramming event and a 
preference score in the at least one viewer profile; and 

determining a keyword match score^or each programming event having a 
keyword match, wherein a keyword matc5h is a match of the at least one of 
descriptive data and keyword data of thre programming event metadata and a 
keyword of the at least one viewer profile. 

4. (Original) The method claimed in claim 3, wherein each keyword match 
score is greater than a greatest possible category match score, and 

wherein said ranking is baared upon said keyword match scores and said 
category match scores. / 

5. (Original) The method claimed in claim 3, wherein said programming 
event metadata further comofrises a time and duration of the corresponding 
programming event, and / 

wherein the method /Further comprises determining a programming event 
recording schedule in accordance with said keyword match scores and said 
category match scores oj the programming events and the times and durations 
of the programming events. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method claimed in claim wherein said 
programming event metadata further comprises a time of the corresponding 
programming event/and 

wherein the method further comprises determining a programming event 
alert schedule in accordance with said k e yword match scores and said cat e gory 
m a tch scores ranging of the programming events and the times of the 
programming events. 
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7. (Original) The method claimed in claim 6, wherein the schedule 
comprises not more than a predetermined number of p/ogramming events within 
a given time period as specified in a viewer profile. / 

8. (Original) The method claimed in claim 1,Xvherein said ranking 
comprises: / 

determining a category match score for each programming event as a 
function of the metadata goodness of fit scoresf and viewer profile preference 
scores of matched categories of the programming event, wherein a matched 
category is a category of the classification h/erarchy for which there is a 
goodness of fit score in the metadata of the programming event and a 
preference score in the at least one viewer profile; 

determining a keyword match sco/e for each programming event having a 
keyword match, wherein a keyword march is a match between the at least one 
of descriptive data and keyword data of the programming event metadata and a 
keyword of the at least one viewer p/ofile; and 

determining a qualified keywo/rd match score for each programming event 
having a qualified keyword match, Xvherein a qualified keyword match is a 
match between a qualified keywo/d of the at least one viewer profile and the at 
least one of descriptive data and/keyword data of the metadata of a 
programming event having a goodness of fit score in the category associated 
with the qualified keyword. / 

9. (Original) The method claimed in claim 1, wherein the at least one 
viewer profile further comorises at least one qualified keyword comprising a 
keyword associated with k category of the category hierarchy, 

wherein said ranking further uses the at least one qualified keyword of the 
at least one viewer profile to determine rank based upon qualified keyword 
matching, and / 

wherein said ranking is performed such that programming events having 
qualified keyword matches are ranked higher than programming events having 
keyword matches, programming events having keyword matches are ranked 
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higher than programming events not having keyword matches and not having 
qualified keyword matches, and programming events not having keyword 
matches and not having qualified keyword matches are ranked based upon 
category match scores. / 

10. (Original) The method claimed in claim A), wherein each qualified 
keyword match score is greater than a greatest/possible keyword match score, 

each keyword match score is greater than a greatest possible category 
match score, and / 

wherein said ranking is based upon said qualified keyword match scores, 
said keyword match scores and said category match scores. 

1 1 . (Original) The method claimed in claim 9, wherein a programming 
event having a qualified keyword match is ranked relative to other programming 
events having qualified keyword matfches in accordance with the preference 
score associated with the category/of each matched qualified keyword in its 
corresponding viewer profile. / 

12. (Original) The method! claimed in claim 9, wherein said programming 
event metadata further comprises a time and duration of the corresponding 
programming event, and / 

wherein the method further comprises determining a programming event 
recording schedule in accordance with said qualified keyword match scores, said 
keyword match scores ana said category match scores of the programming 
events and the times ana durations of the programming events. 

13. (Original) The method claimed in claim 9, wherein said programming 
event metadata further comprises a time of the corresponding programming 
event, and / 

wherein the method further comprises determining a programming event 
alert schedule in accordance with said qualified keyword match scores, said 
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keyword match scores and said category match scores jiff the programming 
events and the times of the programming events. 



14. (Original) The method claimed in claim 1/3, wherein the schedule 
comprises not more than a predetermined number of programming events within 
a given time period as specified in a viewer prg/ile. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) A program-pontrolled device for determining the 
desirability of programming events, the device comprising a computer readable 
medium having stored therein programrryng instructions to perform data 
processing, the processing comprising^ 

a t lea st on e proc e ssor; and 

m e mory coup le d to th e a t lea st on e processor and h a ving s tor e d th e r e in 
progr a mm i ng i nstructions to p e rform d a ta proc e ss i ng, compr i s i ng: 

receiving metadata describ/ng programming events, the metadata #e M:hat 
describes a programming event ycomprising being comprised of goodness of fit 
scores associated with respective categories, of a c la s si fic a t i on h i erarchy and at 
least one of descriptive data and keyword data^ 

wherein the categories are arranged in a hierarchy comprising at 
least a set of top-level categories, respective sets of first level sub- 
categories each cor/esponding to and encompassed by a top level 
category, and respective sets of second level sub-categories each 
corresponding toyand encompassed by a first level sub-category ; and 
ranking the programming events in accordance with viewing preferences 
expressed in at least one viewer profile, wherein each of the at least one viewer 
profiles comprising is comprised of preference scores associated with categories 
of the classification^ hierarchy, and at least one keyword , th e rank i ng using th e 
m e tadata goodn e ss of fit s cor e s and th e v i ewer prof ile c a t e gory prefer e nce 
scores to d e t e rm i n e rank bas e d on cat e gory match i ng, the ranking furth e r us i ng 
tho at l e a st oneibf metadat a d e scr i pt i ve data and m e tadat a k e ywords a nd the a t 
l e ast ono keyword of tho at l east one vi e w e r prof ile to d e t e rmin e rank bas e d 
upon k e yword/matching . 
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16. (Currently Amended) The device claimed in olaim 15, wherein said 
ranking is performed such that programming events having keyword matches 
are ranked higher than programming events not hawig keyword matches, and 
programming events not having keyword matches^are ranked based upon 
category matches scor e s . / 

17. (Currently Amended) The device craimed in claim 15, wherein said 
ranking comprises: / 

determining a category match scorer for each programming event as a 
function of the metadata goodness of fit/scores and viewer profile preference 
scores of matched categories of the programming event, wherein a matched 
category is a category of the classification hierarchy for which there is a 
goodness of fit score in the metadata of the programming event and a 
preference score in the at least oneA/iewer profile; and 

determining a keyword mato/h score for each programming event having a 
keyword match, wherein a keyword match is a match of the at least one of 
descriptive data and keyword data of the programming event metadata and a 
keyword of the at least one viewer profile. 

18. (Original) The device claimed in claim 17, wherein each keyword 
match score is greater than a greatest possible category match score, and 

wherein said ranking Is based upon said keyword match scores and said 
category match scores. / 

19. (Original) The device claimed in claim 17, wherein said programming 
event metadata further comprises a time and duration of the corresponding 
programming event, and 

wherein said processing further comprises determining a programming 
event recording schedule in accordance with said keyword match scores and 
said category match scores of the programming events and the times and 
durations of the programming events. 



015.599074.1 




Serial No. 09/992,686 Attorney Docket No. 051448-0203 

20. (Currently Amended) The device claimed in claimA^I 5, wherein said 
programming event metadata further comprises a time ot/the corresponding 
programming event, and / 

wherein said processing further comprises determining a programming 
event alert schedule in accordance with said k e yvySrd match scores and sa i d 
c a t e gory match s cor es ranking of the programming events and the times of the 
programming events. / 

21 . (Original) The device claimed in ^laim 20, wherein the schedule 
comprises not more than a predetermined/number of programming events within 
a given time period as specified in a viewer profile. 

22. (Original) The device claim4d in claim 15, wherein said ranking 
comprises: / 

determining a category match score for each programming event as a 
function of the metadata goodne/ss of fit scores and viewer profile preference 
scores of matched categories g/f the programming event, wherein a matched 
category is a category of the classification hierarchy for which there is a 
goodness of fit score in the metadata of the programming event and a 
preference score in the at least one viewer profile; 

determining a keyword match score for each programming event having a 
keyword match, wherein/a keyword match is a match between the at least one 
of descriptive data and Keyword data of the programming event metadata and a 
keyword of the at leastr one viewer profile; and 

determining a oualified keyword match score for each programming event 
having a qualified keyword match, wherein a qualified keyword match is a 
match between a qualified keyword of the at least one viewer profile and the at 
least one of descriptive data and keyword data of the metadata of a 
programming everrt having a goodness of fit score in the category associated 
with the qualified/keyword. 
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23. (Original) The device claimed in claim 1 5, whereirythe at least one 
viewer profile further comprises at least one qualified keyword comprising a 
keyword associated with a category of the category hierarchy, 

wherein said ranking further uses the at least one qualified keyword of the 
at least one viewer profile to determine rank based upon qualified keyword 
matching, and / 

wherein said ranking is performed such tha^ programming events having 
qualified keyword matches are ranked higher tham programming events having 
keyword matches, programming events havina keyword matches are ranked 
higher than programming events not having Keyword matches and not having 
qualified keyword matches, and programming events not having keyword 
matches and not having qualified keyword/ matches are ranked based upon 
category match scores. / 

24. (Original) The device claimed in claim 23, wherein each qualified 
keyword match score is greater thanra greatest possible keyword match score, 

each keyword match score is/greater than a greatest possible category 
match score, and / 

wherein said ranking is based upon said qualified keyword match scores, 
said keyword match scores and said category match scores. 

25. (Original) The device claimed in claim 23, wherein a programming 
event having a qualified keyword match is ranked relative to other programming 
events having qualified keyword matches in accordance with the preference 
score associated with the cartegory of each matched qualified keyword in its 
corresponding viewer profile. 

26. (Original) The afevice claimed in claim 23, wherein said programming 
event metadata further domprises a time and duration of the corresponding 
programming event, an© 

wherein said processing further comprises determining a programming 
event recording schedule in accordance with said qualified keyword match 



.1 



10 



Serial No. 09/992,686 



Attorney Docket No. 051448-0203 



scores, said keyword match scores and said category matchyscores of the 
programming events and the times and durations of the programming events. 

27. (Original) The device claimed in claim 23, wherein said programming 
event metadata further comprises a time of the corresponding programming 
event, and 

wherein said processing further comprises determining a programming 
event alert schedule in accordance with said qualj/ried keyword match scores, 
said keyword match scores and said category match scores of the programming 
events and the times of the programming events. 

28. (Original) The device claimed in claim 27, wherein the schedule 
comprises not more than a predetermined number of programming events within 
a given time period as specified in a viewefr profile. 



29. (Currently Amended) A meth©d of alerting a viewer of upcoming 
programming events of interest to the /newer, comprising: 

receiving metadata describing programming events, the metadata fef-that 
describes a programming event comprising being comprised of goodness of fit 
scores associated with categories ^f a c las sif i c a t i on hi era r c hy and at least one 
of descriptive data and keyword oata,_ 

wherein the categofles are arranged in a hierarchy comprising at 
least a set of top-level categories, respective sets of first level sub- 
categories each corresponding to and encompassed by a top level 
category, and respective sets of second level sub-categories each 
corresponding to and/encompassed by a first level sub-category ; 
determining a programming event alert schedule r a nk i ng tho programming 
events in accordance witn viewing preferences expressed in at least one viewer 
profile using said metadata , wherein each of the at least one viewer profiles is 
comprised of preference scores associated with categories of the classification 
hierarchy, and at leasi one keyword ; and 
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determ i n i ng a programming ovont alert schedu le in accordance with sa i d 



providing alerts to a viewer in accordance with sa/d alert schedule. 

30. (Currently Amended) The method claimed \m claim 29, wherein 
providing alerts comprises displaying a banner on a \mdeo screen describing a 
programming event in said programming event alery schedule. 

31 . (Original) The method claimed in claim/30, wherein a color of said 
banner indicates a viewer profile most closely ryatched by the corresponding 
programming event. / 

32. (Original) The method claimed in maim 30, wherein said banner 
comprises a description of said programming event including a highest scored 
matched keyword from metadata of said programming event, and a highest 
scored matched category from said programming event. 

33. (Original) The method claimed in claim 32, wherein said banner 
further comprises scores associated with said matched keyword and said 
matched category. / 

34. (Original) The method claimed in claim 29, wherein providing an alert 
comprises: / 

determining an amount of iime in advance of a programming event to 
display an alert for the programming event from the at least one viewer profile; 
and / 

displaying an alert for olrogramming events in said programming event 
schedule in accordance with/said amount of time. 

35. (Original) The method claimed in claim 29, further comprising 
displaying said programming event alert schedule in response to viewer input. 
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36. (Original) The method claimed in claim 35, further comprising 
removing an alert from the alert schedule in response to viewer input. 

37. (Original) The method claimed in claim 29/ wherein determining a 
programming event alert schedule comprises selecting not more than a 
predetermined number of highest ranking program/ming events to occupy a given 
time period in said schedule. / 

38. (Original) The method claimed in claim 37, wherein said 
predetermined number and said given period of time are determined from said at 
least one viewer profile. / 

39. (Currently Amended) The method claimed in claim 29, wherein ooch 
of th e at lea st on e v ie wer prof i les compris e s pr e f e r e nc e scores associat e d with 
cat e gori e s of th e c l assif i cation h i er a rchy a nd a t lea st on e k e yword determining 
said programming event alert schedule/comprises ranking said programming 
events , / 

wherein said ranking uses the metadata goodness of fit scores and the 
viewer profile category preference scores to determine rank based on category 
matching, and / 

wherein said ranking further/uses the at least one of metadata descriptive 
data and metadata keywords and Ahe at least one keyword of the at least one 
viewer profile to determine rank Based upon keyword matching. 

40. (Original) The methoa claimed in claim 39, wherein said ranking 
comprises: / 

determining a category /natch score for each programming event as a 
function of the metadata goooness of fit scores and viewer profile preference 
scores of matched categories of the programming event, wherein a matched 
category is a category of th|e classification hierarchy for which there is a 
goodness of fit score in the metadata of the programming event and a 
preference score in the at/least one viewer profile; and 
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determining a keyword match score for each programming event having a 
keyword match, wherein a keyword match is a match tbfe at least one of 
descriptive data and keyword data of the programming event metadata and a 
keyword of the at least one viewer profile. / 

41 . (Original) The method claimed in claim y39, wherein the at least one 
viewer profile further comprises at least one qualified keyword comprising a 
keyword associated with a category of the category hierarchy, 

wherein said ranking further uses the arc least one qualified keyword of the 
at least one viewer profile to determine rani/ based upon qualified keyword 
matching. / 

42. (Original) The method claimed! in claim 41, wherein said ranking 
comprises: / 

determining a category match score for each programming event as a 
function of the metadata goodness of fit scores and viewer profile preference 
scores of matched categories of the programming event, wherein a matched 
category is a category of the classification hierarchy for which there is a 
goodness of fit score in the metadata of the programming event and a 
preference score in the at least/one viewer profile; 

determining a keyword /natch score for each programming event having a 
keyword match, wherein a keyword match is a match between the at least one 
of descriptive data and keyword data of the programming event metadata and a 
keyword of the at least one viewer profile; and 

determining a qualified keyword match score for each programming event 
having a qualified keyword match, wherein a qualified keyword match is a 
match between a qualified keyword of the at least one viewer profile and the at 
least one of descriptive data and keyword data of the metadata of a 
programming event raving a goodness of fit score in the category associated 
with the qualified keyword. 
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43. (Original) The method claimed in claim 29, wherein providing alerts 
comprises sending alerts to a communication device oythe viewer. 

44. (Currently Amended) A program-controlleo device for alerting a viewer 
of upcoming programming events of interest to ther viewer, the device 
comprising a computer readable medium having scored therein programming 
instructions to perform data processing, the processing comprising: 

at le ast on e proc e ssor; / 
a storage dev i ce for storing v i deo; and / 

m e mory coup l ed to the at le ast on e proc es sor and hav i ng stor e d th e r ei n 
programming i nstructions to p e rform d a t a n/rocessing, compr i s i ng: 

receiving metadata describing programming events, the metadata fef -that 
describes a programming event compr i sing being comprised of goodness of fit 
scores associated with categories^ of a c l assif i c a t i on hierarchy and at least one 
of descriptive data and keyword data^ / 

wherein the categories arte arranged in a hierarchy comprising at 
least a set of top-level categor/es, respective sets of first level sub- 
categories each corresponding to and encompassed by a top level 
category, and respective sets of second level sub-categories each 
corresponding to and encompassed by a first level sub-category ; 
determining a programming event alert schedule rank i ng th e programming 
e v e nts in accordance with viewing preferences expressed in at least one viewer 
profile using said metadata , wherein each of the at least one viewer profiles is 
comprised of preference scored associated with categories of the classification 
hierarchy, and at least one keyword ; and 

determin i ng a progr a n/m i ng ovont alo rt schedu l e i n accord a nc e w i th s ai d 



providing alerts to awiewer in accordance with said alert schedule. 

45. (Currently Amended) The device claimed in claim 44, wherein 
providing alerts comprises displaying a banner on a video screen describing a 
programming event in said programming event alert schedule. 
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46. (Original) The device claimed in claim 45, wherein a color of said 
banner indicates a viewer profile most closely matched/cy the corresponding 
programming event. / 

47. (Original) The device claimed in claim 45( wherein said banner 
comprises a description of said programming event including a highest scored 
matched keyword from metadata of said programming event, and a highest 
scored matched category from said programming event. 

48. (Original) The device claimed in claim 47, wherein said banner further 
comprises scores associated with said matched keyword and said matched 
category. / 

49. (Original) The device claimed /n claim 44, wherein providing an alert 
comprises: / 

determining an amount of time/n advance of a programming event to 
display an alert for the programming ievent from the at least one viewer profile; 
and / 

displaying an alert for programming events in said programming event 
schedule in accordance with said amount of time. 

50. (Original) The device claimed in claim 44, said processing further 
comprising displaying said programming event alert schedule in response to 
viewer input. / 

51. (Original) The device claimed in claim 50, said processing further 
comprising removing an alert from the alert schedule in response to viewer 
input. / 

52. (Original) Theraevice claimed in claim 44, wherein determining a 
programming event alerif schedule comprises selecting not more than a 
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predetermined number of highest ranking programming events to occupy a given 
time period in said schedule. 

53. (Original) The device claimed in claim 52, ^herein said predetermined 
number and said given period of time are determine/ from said at least one 
viewer profile. 



it, 



54. (Currently Amended) The device claimed in claim 44, wh e r e in ea ch of 
the a t lea st on e viewer prof il es compris e s pr e f e r e nc e scor e s associat e d w i th 
cat e gori e s of th e c la ss i fic a t i on hi e r a rchy a nd/ a t le ast one k o yword determining 
said programming event alert schedule comprises ranking said programming 
events , 

wherein said ranking uses the metadata goodness of fit scores and the 
viewer profile category preference score/ to determine rank based on category 
matching, and 

wherein said ranking further usek the at least one of metadata descriptive 
data and metadata keywords and the/at least one keyword of the at least one 
viewer profile to determine rank basad upon keyword matching. 



55. (Original) The device cla/med in claim 54, wherein said ranking 
comprises: 

determining a category ma/tch score for each programming event as a 
function of the metadata goodness of fit scores and viewer profile preference 
scores of matched categories oir the programming event, wherein a matched 
category is a category of the classification hierarchy for which there is a 
goodness of fit score in the nnfetadata of the programming event and a 
preference score in the at least one viewer profile; and 

determining a keywora match score for each programming event having a 
keyword match, wherein a /keyword match is a match the at least one of 
descriptive data and keyword data of the programming event metadata and a 
keyword of the at least ome viewer profile. 
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56. (Original) The device claimed in claim 54, wherein yhe at least one 
viewer profile further comprises at least one qualified keyword comprising a 
keyword associated with a category of the category hierarchy, 

wherein said ranking further uses the at least oneyqualified keyword of the 
at least one viewer profile to determine rank based up9n qualified keyword 
matching. 



57. (Original) The device claimed in claim §6, wherein said ranking 
comprises: 

determining a category match score for yfeach programming event as a 
function of the metadata goodness of fit scores and viewer profile preference 
scores of matched categories of the programming event, wherein a matched 
category is a category of the classificatioryhierarchy for which there is a 
goodness of fit score in the metadata of /he programming event and a 
preference score in the at least one viewer profile; 

determining a keyword match score for each programming event having a 
keyword match, wherein a keyword match is a match between the at least one 
of descriptive data and keyword data of the programming event metadata and a 
keyword of the at least one viewenrprofile; and 

determining a qualified keyword match score for each programming event 
having a qualified keyword matcn, wherein a qualified keyword match is a 
match between a qualified keyword of the at least one viewer profile and the at 
least one of descriptive data and keyword data of the metadata of a 
programming event having aygoodness of fit score in the category associated 
with the qualified keyword.. 



58. (Original) The device claimed in claim 44, wherein providing alerts 
comprises sending alertsrto a communication device of the viewer. 



59. (New) A method of alerting a viewer of upcoming programming 
events of interest to /he viewer, comprising: 
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receiving metadata describing programming events, the/metadata for a 
programming event comprising at least one of categories describing the 
programming event and keywords describing the programming event; 

determining a programming event alert schedule/n accordance with said 
metadata and viewing preferences expressed in at least one viewer profile; and 

displaying an alert for a programming evenVio the viewer in accordance 
with the alert schedule, the alert identifying the/programming event and 
including at least one of a category and a keyword from the metadata for the 
programming event. 



60. (New) The method claimed m claim 59, wherein the at least one of a 
category and a keyword from the meiradata for the programming event that are 
displayed in the alert is a category dx keyword that generates a highest score for 
said programming event in a rankifig process used to determine said schedule. 



61 . (New) The method Claimed in claim 60, wherein the alert further 
includes a score associated fj\X\\ each category or keyword in the alert banner. 

62. (New) The method claimed in claim 59, wherein the programming 
event for which the aleift is displayed is a segment of a television program. 

63. (New) Th^ method claimed in claim 59, wherein the alert indicates a 
viewer profile to which the alert corresponds. 

64. (New/ The method claimed in claim 59, wherein the alert further 
includes at least one of a title and a description of the programming event. 



65. (New) The method claimed in claim 59, wherein the alert is displayed 
as a graphical alert banner that is displayed over a programming event currently 
being viewed. 
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66. (New) A program-controlled device for alerting a viewer of upcoming 
programming events of interest to the viewer, the device comprising a computer 
readable medium having stored therein programming instructions to perform 
data processing, the processing comprising: / 

receiving metadata describing programming event/s, the metadata for a 
programming event comprising at least one of categories describing the 
programming event and keywords describing the programming event; 

determining a programming event alert schedule in accordance with said 
metadata and viewing preferences expressed in at/east one viewer profile; and 

displaying an alert for a programming evera to the viewer in accordance 
with the alert schedule, the alert banner identif^ng the programming event and 
including at least one of a category and a keyword from the metadata for the 
programming event. / 

67. (New) The device claimed in claim 66, wherein the at least one of a 
category and a keyword from the metadarta for the programming event that are 
displayed in the alert is a category or keyword that generates a highest score for 
said programming event in a ranking p/ocess used to determine said schedule. 

68. (New) The device claimecyin claim 67, wherein the alert further 
includes a score associated with eafch category or keyword in the alert banner. 

69. (New) The device claimed in claim 66, wherein the programming 
event for which the alert is displayed is a segment of a television program. 

70. (New) The device ofaimed in claim 66, wherein the alert indicates a 
viewer profile to which the afert corresponds. 

71 . (New) The device claimed in claim 66, wherein the alert further 
includes at least one of a/title and a description of the programming event. 
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72. (New) The device claimed in claim 66, wherein the/alert is displayed 
as a graphical alert banner that is displayed over a programming event currently 
being viewed. / 

73. (New) A method of alerting a viewer of upcc/ming programming 
events of interest to the viewer, comprising: / 

receiving metadata describing programming events including individual 
segments of television programs, the metadata fo/ a programming event 
comprising at least one of categories describing the programming event and 
keywords describing the programming event; / 

determining a programming event alert Schedule in accordance with said 
metadata and viewing preferences expressed in at least one viewer profile; and 

providing an alert to a viewer regarding a segment of a program in 
accordance with the alert schedule. / 

74. (New) The method claimed \m claim 73, wherein the alert identifying 
the programming event includes at leafet one of a category and a keyword from 
the metadata for the programming event. 

75. (New) The method claimed in claim 74, wherein the at least one of a 
category and a keyword from the metadata for the programming event that are 
displayed in the alert is a category or keyword that generates a highest score for 
said programming event in a ranking process used to generate said schedule. 

76. (New) The method claimed in claim 75, wherein the alert further 
includes a score associatecf with each category or keyword in the alert. 

77. (New) The metthod claimed in claim 73, wherein the alert indicates a 
viewer profile to which/the alert corresponds. 

78. (New) The/method claimed in claim 73, wherein the alert further 
includes at least one of a title and a description of the programming event. 
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79. (New) The method claimed in claim 73, wherein thef alert is displayed 
as a graphical alert banner that is displayed over a programming event currently 
being viewed. / 

80. (New) A program-controlled device for alerting a viewer of upcoming 
programming events of interest to the viewer, tre device comprising a computer 
readable medium having stored therein programming instructions to perform 
data processing, the processing comprising/ 

receiving metadata describing proo/amming events including individual 
segments of television programs, the ry/etadata for a programming event 
comprising at least one of categories/describing the programming event and 
keywords describing the programming event; 

determining a programming event alert schedule in accordance with said 
metadata and viewing preferences expressed in at least one viewer profile; and 

providing an alert to ayviewer regarding a segment of a program in 
accordance with the alert schedule. 

81 . (New) The device claimed in claim 80, wherein the alert identifying 
the programming eveyt includes at least one of a category and a keyword from 
the metadata for ther programming event. 

82. (New) /The device claimed in claim 81, wherein the at least one of a 
category and a i(eyword from the metadata for the programming event that are 
displayed in the alert is a category or keyword that generates a highest score for 
said programming event in a ranking process used to generate said alert 
schedule. / 

83. (New) The device claimed in claim 82, wherein the alert further 
included a score associated with each category or keyword in the alert. 
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84. (New) The device claimed in claim 80, wherein tj>#alert indicates a 
viewer profile to which the alert corresponds. 

85. (New) The device claimed in cjaifh 80, wherein the alert further 
includes at least one of a title and ^^description of the programming event. 




86. (New) The d§yfce claimed in claim 80, wherein the alert is displayed 
as a graphical alerfxtfanner that is displayed over a programming event currently 
being viewec 
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